EDWARD HINTON
Dartmouth's, house on Black Heath, and stole plate to a
great value, which they sold to a refiner near Cripplegate.
Hinton was some time after apprehended for this robbery,
and condemned at Maidstone Assizes ; but his youth, and
the intercession of his friends, procured him a pardon. He
was again taken up for breaking open and robbing the house
of Sir John Friend, at Hackney, for which he also received
sentence of death; but was a second time so far indulged
as to have a halter transmuted into transportation, in order
to which he was soon after put aboard with other convicts.
One would have thought he had now been safe enough;
however those who thought so were mistaken, for he drew
the rest of the convicts into a conspiracy to get the ship's
company under the hatches, and make their escape in the
long boat, which they effected near the Isle of Wight,
Hinton having first beat the captain with a rope's end, as
a return for being served so himself.
He was no sooner ashore than he left his company and
travelled alone through the woods and byways, being in a
very torn and rusty habit. This distress obliged him to sink
from stealing to begging, which he practised all the way to
Hounslow Heath, telling the people a lamentable story of
his having been shipwrecked. But he soon altered his tone
when he saw a convenient opportunity; for on Hounslow
Heath he unhorsed a country farmer and mounted in his
place. Nor was it long after before he changed this horse
for a better, and his own ragged suit for a very genteel one,
with a gentleman he met.
Being now got among some of his old gang, they con-
tinued some months to rob on the highway almost every
day that passed. The Buckinghamshire lacemen and stage-
coaches in particular were afraid to travel for them. Hinton
by himself, at two several times, robbed a Dutch colonel of
his money, horse, arms and cloak; and another gentleman,
who had courage enough to exchange a pistol with him.
This gentleman was wounded in the leg by Hinton's fire,
and our young highwayman, perceiving it, was so generous
gs to lend him his assistance, and accompany him as far as
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